TO 
THOUGHTS on TRADE. 


na LETTER to the 


Honourable Mr. L. 


SIR, 


Y haſt to obey their Commands (who ought 
to have the greateſt Influence upon me) was 
'W_ the Occaſion of my omitting ſome material 
hings in my late Paper of Trade, and conſequently 
of this Rejoynder. If I am at all concern'd what En- 
tertainment the World may give thoſe Propoſals, 
which you were pleas'd to honour with your Peruſal 
and Approbation : It is in pure Reſpect to your Judg- 
ment, which let me ſpeak it without Vanity, I have 
always found to exceed even any of thoſe whom Inte- 
reſt, and a much nearer Relation, ought to have bet- 
ter inſtructed. Not that I could allow my ſelf in any 
meaſure a competent Judge in a Matter where even 
my own Concerns have intereſted me, had I not been 
firſt made a Convert by your Reaſon and Argument; 
'Tis to thoſe I ſtand indebted for many Inſights into 
Trade, and perhaps I have little in the whole to brag 
of, beſide my natural Sincerity, and a Willingneſs to ſerve 
my Native Country in my Station, to the very ut- 
moſt of my Power. 


LES [ muſt 
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{ muſt confeſs and acknowledge my felt highly (a- 
tified with that Spirit of Zeal, which ſeems to aftuate 
our Auguſt Truſtees in this Aﬀair. Undoubtedly, as 
it is likely to iſſue to the greateſt Advantage to this 
Nation, ſo it cannot fail of redounding much to the 
Honour of that Aſſembly, eſpecially to that part who 
are moſt fludious ior the Good of their Country, in 
being moſt vigorous in their Reſolutions, for the Be- 
nefit of Trade. 

[ have ſaid I was hurried in my former Paper, and 
plain it is I was ſo ; or ſpeaking of the Redreſs of Abu- 
fes of the Cu/fom- Houſe, T could not have omitted pro- 
poſing by way of Remedy, 

An aſcertaining by Law all Fees to be paid: the (&- 
veral Officers, with a full Explanation of them, and 
the Penalty of exceeding to be an utter Incapacity, as 
in my former Propoſal. As allo impowering that Ho- 
nourable Board, immediately to repel any Officer, up- 
on due Proof of bis Guilt. 

[t will be no difficult matter to do this ; for the 
oldeſt Book of Rates will ſufficiently ſhow our Mo- 
dern Encroachments, and if it be any where abſtruſe, 
or rendred dark by the (elfiſh Interpretations of the Offi- 
cers, the old Truth may eaſily come to light, by con» 
ſulting the oldeſt Officers, together with the moſt 
experienc'd Merchants. 

1 confeſs to you, Sir, I have often lamented, and 
cannot excuſe the (what ſhall I call it, for it is nothing 
!{5 than) Tmprudence . of the Generality of our Mer- 
chants, who by leaving their Aﬀairs wholly to the Ma- 
nagement of idle Servants, have in a great meaſure, 


brouzht thefe Encroachments and Miſulages upon us. 


For they by the Exaipple of their Maſters, leaving the 
©ftcer (above Stirs, as Well as below) to do their 


Pafineſs 
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Buſineſs, while they took what they call a Whet, or 
Breakfaſt, at the Tavern, have made their Maſters 
liable not only to their own Extravagancies, but to the 
Extortion of others. Thus the Evil began, and to a 
high degree it has ran; but I hope it cannut be 
thought ſuitable to the Juſtice of the Nation, that the 
Men of Buſineſs ſhould ſuffer for not being able to 
ſtop a Torrent, Endeavours have been made after 
a Redreſs; but I perſwade my felf, it is rel: v'd for 
this Parliament, to vindicate 1n this Aﬀair, the Honour 
as well as Juſtice of the Nation. And tho' the Evil 
has begun in a great meaſure by the Remiſneſs of ſome 
of us; yet I dare promiſe my (ſelf, when that Auguſt 
Aſſembly will pleaſe to give us the neceſſary Counte- 
nance, there will be found few among(t us of fo mean 
a Spirit, as to fit down contented under a Diſhonoura- 
ble Burden. 

Another Omiſſion in that Paper, was ſpeaking of 
the Ways and Methods to make our Trade extenſive, 
in that ſence, which is certainly moſt ſuitable to the 
Intereſt of the Nation, I forgot to offer, That as it 
was one ill Effect of every Perion's running into Trade 
without Conſideration, that Trade was thereby at rs 
only laſt Gaſp, and conſequently to be deſerted by every 
Cautious Fs conſiderate Merchant, unleſs on a new Foun- 
dation of Encouragement: So it has been experiencd 
ro be an Evil naturally conlequent, That thoſe who 
by this great Decay of TraJe, have been torc'd to uſe 
that neceſſary Precaution, have an. will always lay 
out for Engrofsments and Monopolies, as the only 
way leſt to employ tie.r Eſtates in. And what En- 
couragement thoſe give to Trade, will appear to any 
Man of Sence, who will give himſelf the Trouble ro 
fapervite our feveral Laws againlt Foreftallments and 
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Monopolies. Laws good indeed in Intention, but not. 


the Viciouſneſs of Humane Nature. | 

| have above, Sir, call'd our preſent State a Decay 
of Trade, and I think it will eafily appear to be ſuch by 
what follows. 

If Trade be the true Baſis of theſe Kingdoms, and 


if the Trade of theſe Kingdoms be run to ſo low a 


Gaſp, that it is as nzar Expiration as can be imagin'd, 
by the over-trading of our Subjetts; certainly we 


ought to ſeek out tome Cure (tho? deſperate) to this 


deſperate Evil. 

I have propoſed what ſome old Laws has, I think, 
enforced : But I am ſure, nothing more than what 
Reaſon and our preſent Circumitances do ſufficiently 
plead for. But it the Under-jobber muſt devour the 


Profit of the Merchant without any Advantage to the 


Nation : Yer, I ſuppoſe, nothing can be offter'd why 
the Fews ſhould eat the Bread out of the Mouths of 
the Natives of the Land. I cannot yet convince my 
ſelf (and perhaps Reaſon cannot dv it) That a. Mul- 


titude of Unskilful Traders can be either for the Ad- 


vantage or Honour of a Nation. They that can prove 


it by ſolid Reaſons of Trade, I believe may be al-. 
low'd to have an excellent Knack at reconciling Con-. 


traries. 


As for thoſe who will judge by Appearances, and 


gueſs at the flouriſhing of Trade in a Nation, by 


the Cuſtoms paid by the Subject to the King, they-. 


run upon fo falle a Scent, that they hardly deſerve 
Confutation. 


For grant that the Cuſtoms amount to four Millions 


' yearly, Who are theſe four Millions paid by » The 


King's SubjeRs? For what? Moſtly goods imported 
(for 


ſo full in their Penalties, to be able to give a curb to. 
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(for all that is laid on our own ManufaQures expart- 
ed, is undoubtedly tar without the Argument). Then 
the Queſtion will recurr; Are theſe four Millions a 
Loſs, or a Gain to the Nation ? And truly it is as ea- 
fily anſwer'd, thz Nation gains juſt ſo much as the 
King pays back tor Exportation by Debexture ; and 311 
that is expended at Home, 1s as much a Loſs to the 
Nation, as Wwaat a Country Gentleman over-ſpends. his 
yearly Eſtate is to his Family. 

Beſides, the Caſe 15 more. likely to ſtand thus, than 
as thoſe Reaſoners would have it. 

A Multitude of Traders advance the Cuſtoms Two 
Millions; but by over-trading, one of thoſe. Two 
Millions 1s drawn back from the King, and by thar, 
together with a high Duty and a bad Market, the 
Importer loſes three. I would gladly know , where 
is the Advantage of the King's great Cuſtoms to the. 
Nation ? 

 Diſquiſitions of this Nature (if I had time) would. 

ſoon lead us to a. Determination of the true State of 
the Nations Intereſt, in this great Aﬀair of Trade, and 
yet I am afraid, even that Labour with ſome ſort of. 
People would be utterly loſt. 

Another Omiſſion, not the leaſt material, was my. 
not recommending to that Honourable Aſſembly, the. 
erecting a Court of Merchants, to conlift of five Per- 
ſons (yearly elected, and three to make a Court) for. 
the determining all D.fferences of Damages, Ge. be- 
rween Maſters and Owners of Velicls and Freighters.. 
The waat of which, 15 fo great a Detriment to Trade, 
as by the Merchants ſometimes too great Demands, 


ſo by the Maſters ana Owners peremptory Sawcinels,. 


that it would be one of the beſt Inſtitutions for -the- 
Advancement of Trave, that Is pais'd for ſome Ages. 
Tie 
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The Method of Proceedings in this Coutt, and the 
natural Model thereof, is fo obvious on that little al- 
ready ſaid of , it, that I can hardly imagine it can 
meet with any Oppoſition. 


1/f, It would free the Fair Trader from the Turbu- 
lency of Maſters, and from the ill Nature of the 
Owners, who being commonly a- great Number, 
{omewhat ſubſtantial, and conſequently often proud, 
will chooſe oftentimes rather to loſe the whole Freight 


in Expences at Law, to the double Damage of the 


Merchant, than to ſtand to a fair Arbitration, or make 
any Conſcientious Allowance. 


2dly, Where a Maſter is well-meaning, and the 
Merchant ( as there are litigious and querulous Men 
of all forts) too oppreſſing and high in his De- 
mands, it would {:cure to the faid Maſter and Own- 
ers, their Freight upon reaſonable and juſt Allow- 
ances, and neither ( as it now ofren happens ) could 
then eſteem themiclves competent or poſitive Judges 
in their own Cafcs. I think this Propoſal cannot 
meet with any Oppofition from any, unleſs the 
Gentlemen of the Long Robe ; but I will flatter 
my felt for once, Taoat they will fo far conſult 
the Intereit of their Country, in this one Advan- 
tage to Trade, that they will forward it for their 
own Vindication. 1 am ſenſible, Sir, I have detain'd 
you longer than I ought, from your more weighty 
Afﬀairs ; and yet my Paſlion for the Good ot my 
Country, Will not let me break off, without im- 
parting to you my hearty Wiſhes, that cur generous 
Truſtees would { as a Method likely to be more 


{ucceſsiul than any cf my pour Oilt.rs) Adreſs 


Our 
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our Royal Maſter, that his Commiſſioners of Trade 
may lay before them what Advances they have 
made for th2 Encouragement thereof. I have heard 
you, Sir, ſpeak great (and on your experienc'd vin- 
cerity, I dare averr them to be very juſt) things 


of that well-deſign'd Committee. But this 1s only 
the ſubmiſſive Wiſh of 


SIR, 
While his own, 
Tour Humble 


and Obedicnt Servant. 


FINTIS. 
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